
South Lanarkshire  

Thank you for your letter of 26 February 2021 regarding the impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic on school education. 

 
Please see below our response: 

 
• what plans, measures and strategy are in place to help pupils "catch 

up" following the impact of the pandemic on school education, 

particularly for those moving from Primary 7 into high school 

 
As part of their work as a cluster- based Learning Community, all of our primary 

schools work in partnership with their associated secondary school to ensure as 

smooth a transition between P7 and S1 as possible and all have a transition 

plan in place. In light of mitigation of risk associated with Covid-19, and the 

adherence to Scottish Government guidance in respect of the phased return to 

secondary schools, projects involving physical visits to the building are more 

difficult. However, our schools have found innovative ways to ensure that when 

the new S1 cohort starts secondary school they are as familiar and orientated 

as possible given our current context. Schools are using, for example, social 

media, digital software and livestream interactions, all with the purpose of 

introducing the P7 to their new school environment, whilst also ensuring their 

learning is as progressive as possible as they start the next phase of their 

school education. As we move towards a return of all pupils all schools will be 

revising their transition plans for Summer term 2021 to ensure that P7 pupils 

are well supported with their transition to high school. 

 
• confirmation of how blended learning is being delivered in your 

local authority area, and 

 
We have a robust Remote Learning offer in place. Schools have worked to 

provide a blend of learning opportunities including livestream learning, daily "check-

ins", provision of high-quality materials and pastoral checks by staff. Schools have 

been provided with comprehensive support and guidance around this issue. 

 
As we continue to plan for a larger cohort of secondary learners to attend school 

from the 15th March we have developed a set of guiding principles towards which 

school planning can build. 

 

S1-3 learners are timetabled to attend school for a minimum of 1 day per week 

(or equivalent) and Senior Phase Learners are timetabled to attend for a 

minimum of 2 days per week (or equivalent). Due to the increase in face-to-face 

teaching, most remote learning will be set up/prepared for during the plenary 

phase of the face-to-face experience. Although some interactive remote 

learning may take place, it will be where staff availability allows. Schools are 

still committed to providing a quality remote offer. However, it will be slightly 



different from the full remote learning version which has been offered/was 

possible from January when most school staff were working from home. 

 
Learners in the BGE will focus on Health and Wellbeing, Literacy and 

Numeracy while in school and be provided with opportunities to engage in 

remote learning across other curricular areas. This will allow schools to focus on 

rebuilding relationships and to understand individual personal experiences of 

lockdown while face to face with learners. 

 
• whether any school building capital projects have been delayed 

as a result of the pandemic. 

 
School Capital Projects 

During the last year approximately 75% of the school building capital projects 

were delayed as a result of the pandemic. 

 
9 small scale projects were delayed due to a number of factors such as 

unavailability of construction personnel, on-site working restrictions and issues 

with availability of materials. 2 relatively large scale extension projects were 

delayed by one year . 

 
1 new primary school construction contract has also been delayed for a year as a 

result of the slowing of new house builds with the particular community growth 

area. 

 
1140 ELCC Capital Projects 

16 of the of the 34 projects required to deliver the Scottish Government's 1140 

Early Learning and Childcare programme were delayed (47%). Delays have 

ranged from a few weeks to 6 months. However, we have continued with the 

1140 programme rollout and anticipate this will be completed fully by August 

2021. 

 
More generally, the Committee would also welcome any other comments 

you have to make on the impact of Covid-19 on school education, including 

the following: 

 
• What will be the immediate priorities as pupils again return to in-

school learning? 
 

Our immediate priority is to ensure that Headteachers are supported to help 

welcome children back into school, re-establish routines and relationships. We 

have stated that health and wellbeing is a priority for our children, our young 

people and our staff. To support this, we will be ensuring that all available 

supports are offered to schools including signposting to local and National 

resources, meeting regularly with headteachers, providing information about 

latest thinking and research and arranging for central officers to visit individual 

schools. As services begin to return to normal, we will support our schools to 



access support from other agencies e.g. counselling services. There will also 

be a focus on identifying any specific learning requirement 

In secondary schools, there will be a specific focus on the consolidation of 

learning and teaching for pupils in S4, 5 and 6 to support the SQA alternative 

certification model. 

 

In addition, schools will be supported to revisit the equity agenda and assess 

where needs might lie. This will help inform planning for next year and the 

planning for use of additional funding such as PEF funding.How and when 

does the local authority plan to assess impacts of the pandemic on learning 

and wellbeing? 

 

As an initial step, we will survey our stakeholders around recovery needs. This 

will take the form of surveys aimed at teaching staff, headteachers, parents and 

pupils. These surveys will be quantitative in nature in order to allow us to gather 

some data and inform our next steps. In addition, a series of engagements with 

stakeholders will be set up designed to capture some additional qualitative 

information. They will be designed to listen to views and will be a large scale 

exercise. This in turn, will help inform schools improvement planning processes 

for Session 2021/22. Looking ahead to session 21/22, all schools will be 

supported to complete a wellbeing assessment of their children as part of the 

West Partnership priorities. 

 
• Does the local authority anticipate providing additional activities, 

learning opportunities or wellbeing support to pupils? If so, please 

provide examples? 

 
We anticipate that the vast majority of recovery work will be a school level as 

schools are best placed to make decisions about the needs of their learners. 

We intend to use a proportion of any additional monies allocated centrally to us 

to aid recovery, to enhance staffing levels in schools or to provide additional 

direct funding at school level in order that schools can deliver on any priorities 

they have identified. Schools will be fully consulted on these proposals and 

also be given clear guidelines about the purpose of any additional funding for 

the forthcoming session. 

 
In addition, we intend to plan some centrally led activity. This will include funding 

study programmes and an enhancement to our summer programme and will be 

designed to ensure that our most vulnerable children are given a range of 

opportunities to achieve in the widest sense through a range of active and 

engaging activities. 

 
I trust that this information is helpful. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Tony McDaidExecutive Director (Education Resources) 

 


